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After  years  of  trying  to  collect  overdue 
property  taxes  through  friendly  persuasion, 
the  town  of  Wendell  will  begin  1988  with  a 
new  approach.   Tax  Collector  Judith  Wilder 
has  retained  the  services  of  a  tax  taker,  a 
person  who  specializes  in  the  procedures  re- 
quired for  the  town  to  take  legal  title  to 
property  in  lieu  of  overdue  taxes.   Judith 
says  the  first  step  in  the  process,  legal 
notification  of  property  owners  who  have 
failed  to  pay  taxes  that  their  ownership  is 
in  jeopardy,  began  in  January. 

Judith  emphasized  that  payment  of  back 
taxes  will  quickly  put  an  end  to  this  legal 
action.   She  noted  that  in  some  cases  arrange- 
ments can  even  be  made  for  partial  payments 
of  back  taxes,  and  legal  action  is  only  con- 
templated against  those  owners  who  have 
failed  to  respond  in  any  way  to  pleas  for 
payment  made  over  the  last  several  years. 

Unpaid  taxes  have  put  the  town  into  a 
financial  bind:   without  the  expected  reve- 
nues, the  town  has  been  forced  to  borrow 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  cover 
operating  costs.   The  interest  on  the  loans 
is  not  a  cost  the  town  can  afford.   Readers 
who  owe  taxes  or  know  people  who  do  would  be 
doing  their  town  a  great  service  by  paying 
now,  and  urging  others  to  do  the  same. 

Daniel  Keller 
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Making  new  tracks 

We  climb  the  ledge  to  see 
The  view; 

But  in  this  blinding  snow  over 
A  shared  cup  of  tea 

It's  not  the  eyes  that  see. 

Bruce  Wilson 
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Something  tozbink  nbotit 


If  the  world  were  a  global  village  of 
100  people,  one  third  of  them  would  be  rich 
or  of  moderate  income,  two  thirds  would  be 
poor.   Of  the  100  residents,  47  would  be 
unable  to  read,  and  only  one  would  have  a 
college  education.   About  35  would  be  suf- 
fering from  hunger  and  malnutrition,  at 
least  half  would  be  homeless  or  living  in 
substandard  housing.   If  the  world  were  a 
gloval  village  of  100  people,  6  of  them 
would  be  Americans.   These  6  would  have 
over  a  third  of  the  village's  entire  income 
and  the  other  94  would  subsist  on  the  other 
two  thirds.   How  could  the  wealthy  live  in 
peace  with  their  neighbors?   Surely  they 
would  be  driven  to  arm  themselves  against 
the  other  94... perhaps  to  spend,  as  Ameri- 
cans do,  about  twice  as  much  per  person  on 
military  defense  as  the  total  income  of 
two  thirds  of  the  villagers. 

Anon. 
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Good  news  finally  seems  to  be  coming  the 
way  of  the  Swift  River  School  building  pro- 
ject.  During  the  final  hours  of  the  1987 
legislative  session,  the  Massachusetts 
Senate  and  House  passed  special  legislation 
enabling  Wendell  to  accept  bids  from  inter- 
ested smaller  contractors.   In  addition,  the 
bidding  climate  in  Franklin  County  appears 
to  be  relaxing  somewhat,  thus  increasing  the 
possibility  that  an  acceptable  bid  may  be 
made . 

Superintendent  Leonard  Lubinsky  told  the 
Post  that  the  bidding  process  has  started. 
Filed  sub-bids  will  be  opened  February  3, 
and  general  contract  bids  will  be  opened 
February  10.   The  addition  Building  Commit- 
tee will  meet  on  February  1  1  to  evaluate  the 
bids. 

Towns  will  be  asked  to  schedule  Special 
Town  Meetings  the  week  of  February  22  or  the 
following  week  to  consider  any  additional 
costs  which  may  be  entailed.   Lubinsky 
points  out  that  (1)  the  bid  costs  may  come 
in  higher  due  to  increases  in  material  costs 
since  the  original  bidding  and  (2)  even  if 
the  bids  are  within  the  amounts  already  ap- 
propriated, we  may  have  to  add  a  nominal 
amount  to  the  budget  to  constitute  a "change" 
in  the  project  which  may  be  required  to 
"trigger"  the  special  legislation.   He  also 
noted,  however,  that  the  creation  of  the 
School  Building  Assistance  Bureau  by  the 
state  may  give  Wendell  and  New  Salem  higher 
reimbursement  rates,  lowering  the  costs  to 
the  towns. 

The  designs  going  out  to  bid  are  essen- 
tially the  same  as  those  originally  present- 
ed to  the  towns.   One  alternate  plan,  which 
does  not  include  a  bathroom  next  to  the  gym, 
will  be  included  as  a  possible  cost-cutting 
measure.   Lubinsky  warned  that  there  is  no 
guarantee  that  the  bids  will  be  acceptable, 
but  said  that  we  have  reason  to  be  hopeful. 

Daniel   Keller 
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Many  thanks  to  the  new  typists  who  made 
this  'Post'  possible:   Linda  Deegan, 
Christine  Heard,  Shirley  LaCombe.   Thanks 
also  to  Donna  Huntington,  whose  dependability 
is  invaluable. 

Typing  Co-ordinator 
Eileen  Sauvageau 
• 
Once  upon  a  time  the  'Wendell  Post1  was  an 
idea.   It  was  a  fun  idea  to  talk  about,  but 
that  is  all  that  happened.   One  night  Ed 
Judice  said,  "Go  for  it  I"   The  spark  was 
fanned.   He  and  Pat  have  been  quietly  tending 
the  fire  ever  since. 

This  paper  is  many  people.   The  paper  is  kept 
alive  by  those  who  work  on  it,  advertise  in  it, 
buy  it,  and  read  it.   Subscribers  fuel  the  fire 
surely  but  invisibly.   To  thank  our  reliable 
patrons,  the  'Post'  will  list  subscribers  as 
their  subscription  comes  due.  This  is  both  an 
economical  reminder,  and  a  way  of  showing 
appreciation.   If  anyone  objects  to  this, 
please  make  a  note  on  your  renewal  so  that  you 
may  be  reminded  otherwise.   Thank  you,  and 
thankyou  all. 

Remember,  this  is  a  community  paper,  all 
volunteer.   If  you  don't  see  it  here,  you  must 
not  have  put  it  in.   Participation  is  invited. 

K.B. 


To  the  Wendell  Post: 

Please  send  me  12  issues  of  your  Wendell 
Post.   I  have  the  Nov/Dec  issue  sent  to  me 
by  my  brother,  Don  Ellis. 

In  reference  to  the  "Remembering"  item 
(about  Jack  Ellis),  I  can  submit  one  lovely 
spot  which  Jack  bull-dozed,  etc.   It  is  a 
small  pond  on  the  right  side  of  the  road  go- 
ing toward  Lake  Wyola.   The  owner  has  it 
landscaped.   It  is  near  the  intersection  of 
East  Rd.   Very  pretty  spot. 

And  others  in  town  can  cite  many  more 
permanent  reminders  of  Jack's  work.   I  shall 
be  very  interested  in  the  survey.   The  spot 
I  recall  used  to  be  called  "the' Graham 
Pond  ". 

The  family  was  just  too  devastated  to 
have  a  public  service  for  Jack.   To  those 
who  were  not  there  I  am  writing  my  contribu- 
tion to  the  fine  service  which  Rev.  Vance 
Frank  gave.   It  is  as  follows: 

"Though  his  Soul  has  set  in  darkness, 
It  has  risen  in  perfect  light, 
He  has  loved  the  stars  too  fondly 
To  be  fearful  of  the  night." 

(anonymous) 

This  fits  my  brother  so,well.   He  loved 
all  nature.   One  time  he  mailed  me  a  manila 
envelope  which  contained  beautiful  colored 
leaves  of  the  fall  -  a  very  pleasant  sur- 
prise to  me.   You  see  he  remembered  how 
much  I,  too,  loved  works  of  nature. 

About  renaming  the  Ladies  Aid  Society  I 
assume  people  are  trying  to  eliminate  the 
"Aid"  in  the  title.   Should  that  be  the  case 
here  is  a  suggestion  —  Ladies  Assembly.   It 
doesn't  change  the  title  meaning  but  oblit- 
erates the  word  "Aid".-  Just  a  thought. 

Helen  J.  Hansen 
Chula  Vista,  CA 

To  the  Wendell  Post: 

Congratulations  to  you  all  in  Wendell! 
And  especially  to  Michael  Idoine,  for  his 
long  intelligent  campaign;  to  Kathy  Becker 
for  her  moving  report  of  the  October  town 
meeting;  to  Josh  "Waffles"  and  the  Josh  who 
wrote  about  his  exploits  in  Groton;  and  to 
everyone  who  works  on  the  Wendell  Post,  still 
my  favorite  newspaper,  as  I  tell  my  students 
in  my  anti-media  course  every  fall. 

Let  me  add  Julian  Wadleigh  to  my  list! 

Taylor  Stoehr 
Cambridge,  MA 
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Mrs.  Joan  Wendell  Pawlish 


Dear  Wendell  Post, 

Am  I  dreaming,  or  are  the  roads  in  Wen- 
dell gradually  getting  better  than  they  have 
been  over  the  last  20  years  or  so?   It's 
hard  to  imagine  how  this  is  possible,  since 
the  town  is  in  a  tight  financial  predicament 
and  has  not  been  able  to  increase  its  allow- 
ance for  highways  for  quite  some  time. 

But  lo  and  behold,  many  of  the  old  bumps 
and  pot-holes  are  gone,  and  the  roads  seem 
to  get  plowed  and  sanded  promptly  and  neatly 
after  every  storm.   Furthermore,  the  new 
Garage/Fire  Station  is  rising  out  of  the 
snowbanks,  growing  a  little  bit  every  time 
we  turn  around — even  overnight  and  on 
weekends ! 1 ! 

It  must  be  either  magic  or  hard  work 
that's  responsible  and  probably  it's  the 
work.   Ron  Grogan's  philosophy  of  tackling 
a  little  bit  at  a  time  and  sticking  with  it 
seems  to  be  paying  off.   Even  a  little  im- 
provement in  the  roads  makes  the  plow's  job 
(and  eveyone's  life)  a  little  easier,  and 
makes  possible  a  little  more  progress  next 
year. 

Ron  and  each  one  of  the  hard-working 
road  crew  deserve  three  cheers  and  all  our 
support.   Thanks!!!!! 

Sincerely, 

Daniel  Keller 
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To  the  Wendell  Post: 

Your  paper  suitably  wished  to  print 

particulars  of  kindnesses  rendered  by 
our  community  friend,  the  late  Jack  Ellis. 
When  a  huge,  but  decayed,  elm  was  taken 
down  limb  by  limb,  the  remains  littered 
the  side  of  West  Road.   Jack,  at  his  own 
prompting,  removed  and  piled  them  neatly 
behind  the  wall  out  of  sight  of  passersby. 
Other  instances  will  be  in  the  recollec- 
rion  of  many. 

B.    Mitchell 

Croton,    N.Y. 
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Julie  Hazelwood-Casey 
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Wendell  and  16  other  Franklin  County  towns 
are  currently  investigating  forming  a  Solid 
Waste  District  to  assess  the  feasibility  of 
a  cooperative  regional  solution  to  the  pro- 
blem of  future  solid  waste  disposal. 

Wendell's  representatives  to  the  Franklin 
County  Solid  Waste  Planning  Committee  are: 


Chris  Neill 
Jonathan  von  Ranson 
Michael  McPhee 
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Jy,b,  Vacation  Cumrp 

There  will  be  a  February  vacation  acti- 
vity camp  and  child  care  from  Feb.  15  to 
Feb. 18,  Monday  through  Thursday.   The  fee 
will  be  $7.00/day  per  child,  or  $25.00  for 
four  days.   The  hours  will  be  8:30am  to 
3:00pm,  but  if  you  need  care  at  6:30  until 
5:30  that's  O.K.  -  call  me,  and  we  can  make 
arrangements.   Children  aged  preschool  to 
elementary  school  are  welcomed  to  attend. 
It  is  a  first  come,  first  serve  basis  and 
spaces  are  limited.   We  will  meet  at  my 
home.   Please  pack  a  lunch,  and  a  snack  will 
be  provided.   Please  call  me,  Clare  Green, 
to  ask  questions  and  to  make  arrangements 
and  to  hold  a  space,  544-7421.   Part  of  the 
cirriculum  will  includenature  study  of  hi- 
bernating animals,  making  bird  feeders  and 
trackinganimal s  (weather  permitting).   There 
will  be  group   games,  storytime  and  more. 
I  am  an  experienced  teacher  and  camp  coun- 
selor and  I  will  offer  a  fun  and  Stimulating 
program  for  the  children  who  come.   I  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you.   Please  call 
soon!  Clare  Green 
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Shining  OurLiodt  Outwirt 


It  was  cold  when  we  gathered  together  in 
a  large  circle  for  a  Sunday  Meeting.  There 
were  some  quick  hello's  and  hugs.   Then  a 
spontaneous  combustion  of  songs,  foot- 
tapping,  clapping  for  unity,  peace,  spirit- 
uality and  fun.   The  room  was  warming  up 
and  so  was  I  from  the  aerobic  music.   One 
of  my  favorite  songs  was  sung.   I  believe 
it  is  a  translation  from  Russian  that  goes: 

If  the  people  lived  their  lives 

As  if  it  were  a  song 

For  singing  out  the  light 

Provides  the  music  for  the  stars 

To  be  dancing  circles  in  the  night. 
This  song  has  inspired  much  deep  inner 
reflection  in  my  life.   I  decided  to  ask 
the  group  for  some  sharing  of  how  each  of 
their  own  lives  are  lived  to  the  spirit  of 
this  song.  I'd  like  to  share  some  of  our 
wonderful  responses  of  love  from  our 
circle : 

"Each  morning,  as  a  meditation,  to  greet 
the  day  chanting,  singing  ,  and  dancing  to 
the  rythum  and  heartbeat  of  creation" 
"Letting  go  of  my  male  ego" 
"When  I  feel  safe  enought  -  to  let  the  love 
in  -  love  is  all  there  is" 
"Opening  up  to  share  with  others  the  deep 
joy  that  is  inside  me  and  helping  them  to 
find,  experience  and  express  their  joy" 
"Taking  time  to  just  be  with  someone  - 
instead  of  always  being  preoccupied  with 

all  of  lives  details" 
"Drumming  Africian  rhythms  and  sharing  them 
with  others" 

"Empowering  children  through  creativity  and 
song" 

"Getting  my  employees  and  co-workers  to 
realize  their  full  potential" 
"Playing  -  yes,  anytime  I  hear   get  a  job', 

get  security ', 'settle  down',  'be  normal' 
-not  believing  in  that  system  -  I  play" 
"Realizing  and  living  my  part  of  the  fiber 
of  the  woven  connection  of  all  of  us  in  the 
universe" 

Hearing  all  those  responses  and  more 
helped  me  as  I  stive  for  balance  in  this 
world  that  seems  to  be  so  dark  most  of  the 
time  My  belief  is  that  if  all  the  people 
lived  their  lives  as  if  it  were  a  song, 
the  music  of  our  spirits  would  create 
the  most  beautiful  light  for  the  earth  and 
all  beings  to  celebrate  our  connections 
of  being  a  family  on  this  planet  together. 
Please  take  some  time  each  day  to  reflect 
on  your  part  in  the  chain  and  dance.  It's 
a  joy  to  be  alive! 

Deva  Skydancer 
(Experienced  one  Sunday  morning  at  the 
weekly  Wendell  Meeting  House  -  10AM) 


\                     (formerly  Montague  Co-op) 

i 

32  Chapman  St.             ] 
Greenfield 

774-2513                 1 
Hours  9:30-6:00  Mon-Sat 

Natural  Foods   Public  welcome. 
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An  association  of  neighbors  and  friends 
has  formed,  creating  a  space  for  the  commun- 
ity to  gather,  celebrate,  learn  and  grow. 
Visions  for  the  meetinghouse  are  diverse  and 
colorful.   You  are  invited  to  join  in  furth- 
ering this  exciting  project.   The  meeting- 
house can  be  host  to  spiritual  expression, 
the  arts,  social  issues,  children's  events, 
classes  and  morel 

A  calender  of  events  is  taking  shape..  If 
you've  got  an  activity  you'd  like  to  ini- 
tiate, contact  the  Program  Committee: 

Dale  Kowacki  -  544-6781 

Charles  Smith  -  544-6933 

Rosie  Heidkamp  -  544-8457 
A  donation  to  cover  heat  and  insurance  costs 
is  requested  for  each  event. 

Already  underway  on  a  regular  basis  are 
the  following  Sunday  meetings,  to  which  all 
are  welcome: 

10:00  AM  -  An  open  celebration  of  spirit 
and  song 

11:00  -  12:00  -  Business  meeting  for  the 
Wendell  Meetinghouse  Association  (Child- 
care  provided) 

12:00  -    1:00     -  Christian   Service. 

Much  is  needed  in  the  way  of  repairs 
and  refurbishing  to  provide  for  the  add- 
itional activities  to  come.   In  the  meantime 
the  way  Wendell  uses  the  meetinghouse  will 
define  what  some  of  these  changes  need  to 
be.   It  might  be  cold  this  winter,  but 
we'll  keep  warm  with  enthusiasm  and  love. 

Ours  is  a  community  rich  in  creativity 
and  inspiration.   The  meetinghouse  can  be  a 
vehicle  by  which  we  share  these  gifts  with 
one  another. 

LOOKING  FORWARD  TO  MEETING  YOU  THERE! 


Opinions  /%wn  JBarn 


Driving  past  the  new  Town  Barn  is  excit- 
ing:  every  couple  of  days  one  sees  visible 
signs  of  progress.   Now  the  roof  trusses  are 
up  and  if  we  have  a  few  warm,  fair  days,  we 
surely  see  a  roof. 

The  building  is  to  be  shared  equally  be- 
tween the  Highway  Dept.  and  the  Fire  Dept. 
I've  spoken  with  both  department  heads  to 
get  their  views  on  the  new  facility  and  to 
find  out  whether  the  fact  that  the  design 
was  cut  down  (for  money  reasons)  would  cause 
real  difficulties.   As  built,  the  structure 
gives  each  department  a  space  42ft.  wide  X 
60ft.  deep,  which  means  3  rows  of  2  deep,  or 
room  for  6  vehicles.   This  represents  a  bit 
more  than  twice  the  space  each  dept.  now 
has,  since  it  gives  much  more  room  around 
the  vehicles  to  work  on  them.      => 


INSTALLATION  CEREMONY  OF  BERNARD  S.  B0R0WSKI 
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,....*n  December  9,  1987  in  the  Town  Hall, 
Bernard  S.  Borowski  was  installed  as 
Wendell's  new  postmaster.   The  program, 
attended  by  Benny  Borowski 's  family  and 
friends,  state  and  postal  officials  and 
some  Wendellites,  was  facilitated  by 
Joanne  Mitchell,  Manager  of  Accounting 
Services,  Postal  Field  Operations.   Con- 
tratulatory  messages  were  delivered  and 
read  by  representatives  from  Rep.  Conte's 
and  Sen.  Wetmore's  offices,  by  Wendell's 
retired  postmaster,  Gladys  Powling,  and  by 
outgoing  postmaster,  Cheryl  Richardson. 

TheBoy  Scouts  of  Wendell's  troop  #344, 
Cory  Ducharme,  Josh  Chase,  Matt  Chase, 
Miles  Eastman,  Cain  Blackbird,  Ned  Green, 
and  Jimmy  Facey,  led  the  pledge  of  alle- 
giance and  an  air  of  congenial  patriotism. 

The  oath  of  office  was  administered  by 
Pasquale  Calabrese,  Director  of  Field 
Operations,  with  pleasant  humor  as  he 
admitted  always  having  wanted  to  administer 
the  oath  to  Ben  ...  Ben  Franklin,  U.S. 
first  Postmaster  General^  that  is. 

Rev.  Robert  Davis  of  Millers  Falls 
gave  an  invocation  and  benediction,  after 
which  guests  partook  of  an  elegant  and 
bountiful  buffet  lunch. 

Benny,  as  he  likes  to  be  called,  re- 
sided in  Easthampton.   He  was  a  rural  car- 
rier for  7  years  in  Hadley.   He  lives  with 
his  wife,  Cindy,  and  2  children,  Jenna,  6, 
and  Benji,  3. 

The  PostOffice  lease  will  be  up  in 
October.   The  Selectmen  will  be  looking 
for  suggestions  as  to  a  new  place  for  the 
Post  Office.   There  is  a  possibility  of 
someone  buying  or  building,  then  renting 
to  the  Post  Office.   1,000  square  feet 
of  space  is  being  looked  for,  something 
near  the  center  ,  convenient  for  the  towns- 
people. Susan  DunLany 


Mr.  Grogan,  our  Highway  Surveyor,  points 
out  that  "eventually  we  could  always  build 
on."  He  agrees  with  Joe  Hartjens  of  the 
Oversight  Committee  that  the  present  build- 
ing just  barely  takes  3  vehicles  with  scant 
space  to  squirm  sideways  between  them  and  no 
space  to  provide  maintainance  unless  one  of 
them  is  left  out. 

Mr.  Ricketts,  our  Fire  Chief,  regrets 
that  the  design  had  to  be  cut  back  because 
he  is  sure  that  we  will  be  able  to  use  that 
space  in  the  future.   Nevertheless,  he  says 
"it's  a  lot  better  than  what  we  have  now." 
He  sees  it  as  "an  11  or  12-year  dream  come 
true,"  and  points  out  that  the  present  Fire 
House  is  so  cramped  that  one  can't  open  the 
hood  inside  the  building.   Room  to  work  on 
the  trucks  inside  appears  to  be  even  more  of 
a  problem  for  the  Fire  Dept.  than  it  has 
been  for  the  Road  Crew. 

One  must  conclude  that  while  the  new 
building  may  have  less  space  for  future  ex- 
pansion than  we  might  wish,  still  it  doubles 
what  we  have  and  vastly  improves  mainte- 
nance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Charles  Thompson  Smith 
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NOTICE 

PLANNING  BOARD  WILL  HOLD  NEIGHBORHOOD  MEET- 
INGS on  revised  density  and  back  lots  by- 
laws between  February  15  and  March  15. 


PLANNING  BOARD  UPDATE 
In  January  the  Planning  Board  presented 
two  topics,  density  and  back  lots,  for  dis- 
cussion at  the  All  Board  Meeting.   Most  of 
the  viewpoints  expressed  about  density,  or 
the  number  of  dwelling  units  that  should  be 
allowed  per  building  lot,  favored  some  means 
of  having  more  than  one  unit  per  lot.   Some 
felt  that  the  additional  unit  should  be 
limited  in  size  and  that  it  should  be  attach 
ed  to  the  main  unit.   Others  felt  that  one 
more  unit  should  be  allowed  per  lot  and  it 
did  not  have  to  be  attached  nor  did  it  have 
to  meet  any  size  requirements.   Several  felt 
that  additional  units  would  require  addition 
al  acreage,  for  instance  the  minimum  lot 
would  need  to  be  four  (4)  or  five  (5)  acres 
if  another  unit  was  going  to  be  built.   The 
concept  was  discussed  that  additional  units 
could  be  placed  on  one  lot  if  there  were 
another  three  (3)  acres  and  200  feet  of  road 
frontage  for  each  additional  unit.   In  other 
words,  each  unit  would  comply  with  the  min- 
imum zoning  requirement  so  that  a  future 
division  of  the  one  building  lot  would  be 
possible . 

Still  others  felt  that  the  number  of  unit 
should  be  limited  to  one  per  lot  until  the 
carrying  capacity  of  the  land  is  determined. 
The  Conservation  Commission  has  been  award- 
ed a  grant  to  study  the  acquifers  in  town. 
The  board  members  also  discussed  how  density 
limitations  should  be  enforced. 

Basically  two  proposals  have  been  pre- 
sented.  One  proposal  would  enact  a  density 
bylaw  that  would  apply  to  the  entire  town. 
Many  felt  that  the  bylaw  should  allow  up  to 
two  units  per  lot.   Although  some  objected 
to  the  idea  of  allowing  duplexes  to  be  built 
anywhere  in  town,  there  was  some  agreement 
that  multiple  unit  structures  would  provide 
for  low  and  moderate  income  housing.   A 
second  proposal  would  allow  more  than  one 
dwelling  unit  per  lot  upon  issue  of  a  spec- 
ial permit  by  the  Planning  Board.   The  Plan- 
ning Board  would  make  its  decision  based  on 
the  discussion  at  a  public  hearing  which 
would  allow  for  neighbor  and  abutters  input. 
This  proposal  was  met  with  a  mixed  reaction. 
Some  liked  the  the  notion  of  one  dwelling 
unit  per  lot  as  the  standard  with  a  process 
set  for  exceptions.   They  also  encouraged 
the  Planning  Board  to  establish  and  publish 
the  criteria  that  would  be  used  in  making  a 
decision  to  allow  additional  units  per  lot. 

The  Planning  Board  opened  the  discussion 
of  back  lots  with  a  description  of  the  cur- 
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rent  bylaw  which  the  board  feels  needs  a 
complete  revision. 

The  back  lot  discussion  centered  on  the 
size  of  the  parcel  from  which  the  back  lot 
is  being  created.   Many  felt  that  between 
ten  (10)  and  twenty-five  (25)  acres  should 
be  required  for  every  four  (4)  acre  back  lot 
Also,  everyone  agreed  that  each  back  lot 
should  have  deeded  road  frontage,  probably 
fifty  (50)  feet  rather  than  just  the  right 
of  way  that  now  exists. 

The  Planning  Board  found  this  discussion 
most  useful  and  will  include  the  suggestions 
in  formulating  revised  density  and  back  lot 
bylaws.   In  order  to  prepare  bylaws  that  are 
truly  representative  of  a  majority  of  towns- 
people, the  Planning  Board  will  continue  to 
conduct  Long  Range  Planning  meetings  and  wil 
also  begin  to  organize  neighborhood  meetings 
and  public  hearings.   In  April  the  revised 
bylaws  which  will  result   from  all  of  these 
discussions  will  be  presented  for  the  towns 
approval  at  a  Special  Town  Meeting. 

Jerry  Barilla 


We  have  reached  a  time  when  almost 
everyone  recognizes  that  many  of  our  com- 
monly accepted  practices  are  severely  de- 
pleting our  ususeable  water  supply.   Ap- 
propriate use  and  protection  of  water  has 
become  one  of  the  most  essential  issues  of 
out  time.   The  Conservation  Commission  has 
secured  grant  money  to  identify  and  lo- 
cate the  aquifers  beneath  Wendell.   The  re- 
search will  be  supervised  by  Prof.  Ward 
Motts  of  the  Geology  Dept.  of  the  Univ.  of 
Mass.  at  Amherst. 

In  addition,  the  Wendell  Board  of  Health 
is  having  a  Committed  form  to  study  the  ef- 
fects of  human  and  household  waste  disposal 
on  our  water  supply.   This  group  will  take 
a  look  at  a  full  range  of  questions  and 
possibilities  for  what  is  healthful  and  pro- 
tective with  regard  to  home  use  of  water. 
This  will  include  a  study  of  septic  systems 
greywater  systems,  composting  toilets  and 
outhouses.   If  you  are  interested  in  study- 
ing this  topic,  we  encourage  you  to  contact 
the  Board  of  Health  by  March  1st  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  commettee.   Please  contact: 
David  Walsh   4-7409 
Sharon  Gensler   4-6347 
Rosie  Heidkamp   4-8452 


The  price  of  recyled  glass  dropped  fcom 
$40  a  ton  to  $10  a  ton,  making  it  unpro- 
fitable for  the  Days  to  haul  it  away.   In 
response,  the  Board  of  Health  authorized 
spending  $15  a  ton  that  the  Days  require 
to  break  even.   It  is  still  less  than  the 
$60  a  ton  that  it  costs  to  dispose  of 
glass  in  the  compactor. 

by  Joshua  Heineman 
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Representatives  of  Wendell  and  16  other 
Franklin  Co.  towns  meet  monthly  to  de- 
termine the  feasibiligy  of  joining  togeth- 
ether  to  form  a  regional  solid  waste  dis- 
trict.  The  regional  group  will  attempt 
to  come  up  with  a  strategy  for  solving 
future  disposal  problems.   Landfills,  in- 
cinerators, recycling  and  composting  are 
options  the  group  will  consider.   Rep- 
resentatives of  each  town  are  charged  with 
deciding  what  their  disposal  needs  are 
and  working  with  the  regional  group  to  de- 
velop plans  for  cooperative  facilities. 
Right  now  the  county  group  is  strictly 
a  planning  organization.   Towns  are  free  to 
drop  out  at  any  time  if  they  do  not  feel 
that  a  regional  solid  waste  solution  is  in 
their  best  interest. 

The  Wendell  representatives  to  the  Frank- 
lin Co,  group  are  Chris  Neill  and  Jonathan 
von  Ranson.  They  are  actively  seeking  in- 
put from  people  in  town  on  what  strategies 
they  think  Wendell  and  the  County  planning 
group  should  pursue. 

Presently  we  feel  that  increased  local 
efforts  at  source  reduction,  trash  separa- 
tion, and  recycling  can  go  a  long  way 
toward  reducing  the  trash  that  Wendell 
needs  to  ship  out.   But  we  also  feel  that 
those  efforts  cannot  reduce  our  disposal 
needs  to  zero  and  that  we  will  still  be 
needing  to  ship  solid  waste  to  some  region- 
al facility.   This  planning  process  is  a 
way  for  Wendell  to  influence  what  that 
ultimate  regional  solution  will  be. 

We  will  be  holding  a  public  meeting  at 
the  Town  Hall  at  7  pm  on  January  26  to 
consider  and  vote  on  continued  participa- 
tion in  the  County  planning  group.   All 
are  welcome. 

Chris  Neill 
Jonathan  von  Ranson 
Michael  McPhee 
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10-  8-87  Anne  G.  Zak  to  Cheryl  Perkins, 

trustee  of  Lone  Elm  Realty  Trust,  1.50A 
&  bldgs  on  Locks  Village  Road 

10-16-87   Paul  A.  Diemand  to  James  &  Paul 

Smith,  2.340A  &  bldg  on  Bullard  Pasture 
Road 

11-24-87   Lydia  M.  Ellis  to  Donald  R.  Ellis, 
76A  &  bldgs  in  Wendell  Center 

11-30-87   Beverly  L.  Cowdrick  to  Anne  G.  Zak 
25A  &  bldgs  on  Locks  Village  Road 
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Wendell  is  presently  a  wonderful  place 
to  live.   There  is  lots  of  open  space  every- 
where and  wildlife  abounds.   There  is  a  free 
dom  of  lifestyle  and  feeling  of  community 
not  enjoyed  elsewhere.   And  it  still  costs 
relatively  little  to  live  here. 

Wendell's  present  good  fortune  has  been 
the  result  more  of  luck  than  of  planning. 
The  main  feature  of  this  luck  is  a  matter  of 
location,  terrain  and  amenities.   It  is  not 
convenient  to  reach  from  nearby  business 
centers  and  the  terrain  for  the  most  part  is 
inhospitable  for  homesites  and  on-site  sew- 
age disposal.   Most  of  the  town  is  served  by 
narrow  dirt  roads,  making  mud-season  some- 
thing to  be  reckoned  with.   There  are  few 
street  lights  and  no  sidewalks.   This  past 
isolation  and  lack  of  desirability  has  also 
had  the  advantage  of  making  large  portions 
of  Wendell  readily  available  for  State  Forest 
and  wildlife  sanctuary  land. 

These  things  have  not  changed  appreciably 
but  many  of  the  more  convenient  and  more 
hospitable  sites  in  other  towns  with  more 
amenities  have  been  built  upon  and  we  are 
threatened  with  a  rate  of  growth  and  devel- 
opment without  precedent  in  Wendell.   The 
planned  development  of  Stillwaters  is  an  ex- 
ample of  this  threat.   Wendell  almost  had 
59  (or  more)  new  house  lots,  a  potential  in- 
crease in  dwellings  of  20%  or  more. 

Some  towns  welcome  growth  and  development 
but  Wendell's  special  qualities  would  be 
lost  by  this,  since  they  all  stem  from  the 
smallness  of  Wendell's  population. 

Each  new  home  in  Wendell  diminishes  the 
amount  of  remaining  open  space  and  thus  the 
amount  of  wildlife  habitat.   Recent  studies 
show  that  as  the  amount  of  wildlife  habitat 
decreases,  not  only  the  wildlife  population 
decreases,  but  the  number  of  wildlife  species 
decreases,  until  in  suburbia  nothing  is  left 
but  raccoons,  squirrels  and  pigeons  and  the 
other  animals  that  can  tolerate  and  benefit 
from  close  proximity  to  people.   The  people 
of  Wendell  who  answered  the  open  space 
questionnaire  last  year  showed  that  they 
understood  this  by  indicating  that  protec- 
tion of  wildlife  habitat  was  one  of  their 
chief  concerns.   They  also  indicated  by  this 
that  having  a  large  part  of  the  land  in  town 
already  protected  was  not  enough.   They  were 
concerned  that  the  wildlife  habitat  near 
them  was  threatened.   Inshort  they  would  lile 
open  space  everywhere  in  Wendell. 

As  population  increases  freedom  of  life- 
style decreases.   This  is  already  being  felt 
in  Wendell  where  building  codes  are  now 
being  strictly  enforced  and  we  are  now  cla- 
moring for  more  strict  zoning  and  sub-divi- 
sion controls.   Home  businesses  are  an  exam- 
ple of  lifestyle  freedom  which  will  suffer 
with  increases  population  density  as  neigh- 
bors begin  to  complain  about  noise,  pollu- 
tion, customer  parking,  etc.  As  there  gets 
to  be  more  people  water  pollution  and  air 
pollution  from  woodstove  smoke  become  pro- 
blems . 

Beyond  a  certain  level  of  population 
density,  conflict  replaces  cooperation. 
This  level  has  perhaps  not  yet  been  reached, 
but  there  are  signs  that  it  is  approaching. 
Already  there  are  conflicts  between  neigh- 
bors over  things  like  uncontrolled  dogs  and 
uses  of  their  property. 

Housing  is  still  cheaper  in  Wendell  than 
in  many  places,  but  the  cost  of  house  lots' 
has  increased  astronomically  in  the  last  two 
or  three  years.   Each  new  home  increases  the 
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taxes  paid  by  everyone  else,  thus  further 
increasing  the  cost  of  living  here.   Many  of 
us  who  currently  live  here  could  not  afford 
to  start  living  here  now. 

A  number  of  remedies  are  offered  to  us 
but  none  of  the  conventional  ones  will  keep 
Wendell  from  changing  drastically.   Modifi- 
cations to  the  zoning  and  subdivision  control 
laws  will  not  do  it.   They  will  just  make  it 
more  difficult  and  expensive  and  will  pro- 
bably slow  the  growth  down,  but  eventually 
every  unprotected  piece  of  land  will  be 
built  upon.   Wendell  contains  about  21,600 
acres  and  presently  ownership  by  DEM,  MDC, 
F&WL,  Whetstone  Wood  and  the  town  protects 
about  9,600  acres  of  it.   This  means  that 
about  12,000  acres  of  land  are  either  devel- 
oped or  available  for  development.   This* 
12,000  unprotected  acres  represents  a  poten- 
tial for  4,000  houses  (since  it  seems  un- 
likely that  minimum  lot  sizes  greater  than 
3  acres  will  be  approved  by  the  state)  or  a 
total  population  in  excess  of  10,000  people. 
Such  a  Wendell  would  bear  little  resemblance 
to  the  town  we  know  and  love. 

Cluster  zoning  has  some  advantages,  but 
the  end  result  would  be  the  same,  4,000 
houses.   They  would  be  arranged  differently 
to  give  the  appearance,  but  not  the  actuality 
of  open  space.   The  transfer  of  development 
rights  would  allow  development  to  be  shifted 
from  areas  which  must  be  protected  to  other 
areas  where  development  is  not  as  damaging, 
but  once  again,  Wendell  would  eventually 
have  too  many  people,  although  the  open 
space  situation  would  perhaps  be  better. 

Building  moratoriums  and  limits  on  the 
number  of  building  permits  issued  annually 
will  only  postpone  the  inevitable. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  all  these  zoning- 
type  approaches  should  not  be  used  to  the 
utmost,  especially  in  cases  where  develop- 
ment is  unavoidable.   If  nothing  else  they 
will  buy  time  to  allow  us  to  pursue  the  only 
real  solution:   the  protection  of  the  land 
by  acquisition  of  the  land  itself  or  by 
acquisition  of  conservation  easements  (re- 
strictions) on  the  land. 

Acquisition  can  be  by  purchase  or  by  gift 
or  a  combination  of  these  called  a  bargain 
sale  where  the  purchaser  pay  less  than  the 
full  market  value.   Recipients  of  land  and 
conservation  easements  who  will  protect  the 
land  include  the  state,  conservation  organi- 
zations and  the  town  itself. 

There  are  some  possibilities  of  financial 
aid  from  the  self-help  (and  similar)  pro- 
grams, and  the  proposed  land  bank,  but  the 
amount  of  funding  available  from  tnese  is  too 
limited  to  accomplish  what  is  really  necess- 
ary.  These  sources  of  funds  should  be  used 
to  the  utmost,  but  more  must  be  done. 

Wendell  is  very  fortunate  that  the  state 
and  the  Connecticut  River  Watershed  Council 
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Milton  Trager,  M.D.  has  been  developing  his  innovative  approach 
to  movement  re-education  over  the  past  55  years.  Trager  bodywork 
is  a  unique,  non-intrusive  way  to  facilitate  the  release  of  holding 
patterns  in  the  body  and  mind,  and  effortlessly  restore  free  flowing 
movement  and  full  self-expression.  The  sensitive  and  caring,  yet 
dynamic  rhythmic  motions  of  Trager  table  work  gently  allows  one 
to  let  go  of  deep  rooted  tensions  and  create  a  profound  state  of 
relaxation. 
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Already  own  so  much  land  in  Wendell,  espec- 
ially since  they  are  both  interested  in  ob- 
taining and  protecting  adjoining  or  nearby 
land. 

What  can  we,  as  Wendell  residents,  do  to 
protect  Wendell's  quality  of  life?  We  can 
try  to  protect  as  much  of  the  remaining  unpio 
tected  open  space  as  possible.   At  one  ex- 
treme if  everyone  were  to  put  conservation 
easements  of  their  land  Wendell  would  remain 
exactly  as  it  is.   The  land  would  be  less 
valuable  than  it  would  be  if  it  could  still 
be  developed,  but  it  would  by  no  means  be 
valueless,  since  its  present  value  as  forest 
or  farm  land  far  exceeds  its  cost  as  develop- 
able land  only  a  few  years  ago0   Many  of  us  a 
seriously  considering  this  option. 

It  is  probably  too  much  to  hope  that  even 
everyone  who  wants  Wendell  to  remain  unchang« 
will  be  willing  or  able  to  give  away  the 
development  rights  to  their  land.   But  as 
pointed  out  earlier  the  state  and  the  wild- 
life sanctuary  are  both  interested  in  ac- 
quiring adjoining  lands  or  conservation 
easements  on  them,  so  that  someone  who  wants 
to  sell  such  land  or  who  wants  to  keep  such 
land  with  restrictions  on  it  should  contact 
the  relevant  people. 

People  who  need  to  sell  land  that  does  net 
adjoin  protected  land  can  practice  what  is 
known  as  limited  development.   In  this  case 
the  land  is  not  developed  as  densely  as  it 
could  be,  either  by  selling  fewer  minimum 
sized  lots  and  protecting  the  rest  or  by 
selling  larger  than  minimum  sized  lots  with 
conservation  easements  on  them  to  prevent  the 
construction  of  more  than  one  dwelling  unit 
per  lot. 

Keep  in  mind  that  the  donation  of  land  or 
conservation  easements  to  a  governmental 
body  or  a  non-profit  organization  qualifies 
as  a  charitable  contribution  for  federal 
income  tax  purposes. 

Since  permanent  protection  of  open  space 
is  the  only  way  to  make  sure  that  Wendell 
will  not  fall  prey  to  development,  the  pro- 
tection options  described  above  are  the  most 
important  things  an  individual  can  do  to 
help  keep  Wendell  the  way  it  is.   There  are 
however  (as  indicated  above)  other  things 
that  can  be  done  to  help.   These  involve 
town  bylaws  and  regulations  and  actions 
taken  at  town  meeting,  and  can  be  divided 
into  three  categories: 
Limiting  development; 

Slowing  development  -  thus  giving  more 
time  to  achieve  permanent  protection; 
Redirecting  development  -  to  protect 
certain  areas  or  features  so  that  un- 
avoidable development  will  be  less 
damaging. 

Things  that  limit  total  development 
potential  include,  for  example,  zoning  by- 
laws which  require  large  lot  size  and  front- 
age and  limit  the  number  of  dwelling  units 
per  lot,  local  wetlands  bylaws  which  prevent 
building  near  wetlands  and  stricter  Board  of 
Health  regulations  requiring  more  difficult 
perc  tests,  further  limiting  the  time  during 
the  year  when  perc  tests  can  be  performed 
and  further  restricting  well  and  leach  field 
locations . 

In  addition  you  can  vote  to  raise  money 
for  the  town  to  buy  very  important  land  and 
conservation  easements  as  well  as  to  pay  for 
any  necessary  surveys  and  appraisals  in  con- 
nection with  donations  of  land  and  conserva- 
tion easements.   The  assessors  can  develop 
a  formula  for  assessing  land  with  conserva- 
tion easements,  so  that  sellers  or  donors  of 
these  easements  will  be  able  to  determine 
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by  a  number  of  methods.   Variable  density 
zoning  can  increase  development  in  some 
areas  and  decrease  it  in  others.   Cluster 
zoning  can  direct  dense  development  to  one 
part  of  a  property  while  leaving  the  rest 
protected.   Transfer  of  development  rights 
from  an  area  where  protection  is  desired  to 
>panjarea  where  development  is  less  damaging 
'rtand  higher  density  is  allowed  can  leave 
^selected  areas  protected.  These  combined 
with  a  limit  on  the  number  of  building  per- 
mits and  a  system  where  priority  is  given  to 
developers  who  use  the  transfer  of  develop- 
ment rights  provides  an  incentive  for  devel- 
opers to  protect  important  areas.   Such  pro- 
tected areas  might  be  aquifers,  wildlife 
habitat,  etc.  However  it  should  be  reinter- 
ated  that  these  alone  will  not  decrease 
overall  development.   They  should  only  be 
thought  of  as  locating  unavoidable  develop- 
ment in  the  least  damaging  places. 

It  is  important  that  we  support  these 
types  of  ideas  in  order  to  limit  and  slow 
development  and  to  try  to  make  sure  that 
development  which  is  unavoidable  will  cause 
as  little  harm  to  the  town  as  possible. 
However  it  is  most  important  that  as  much 
open  space  be  protected  as  possible  even  if 
this  means  that  we  won't  be  able  to  make  as 
much  money  from  our  land. 

Wendell  now  stands  at  a  crossroads.   One 
road  allows  ever  increasing  development  and 
leads  toward  suburbia.   This  is  the  road  we 
will  follow  if  we  do  nothing.   The  other 
road  protects  as  much  open  space  as  possible 
slows  development  and  leads  toward  a  rela- 
tively unchanged  Wendell Q      Many  towns  have 
stood  at  this  unrecognized  crossroads  before 
us,  but  none  have  so  far  taken  this  un- 
traveled  road,  which  we  may  have  to  build 
for  our  selves. 

Wendell  has  a  combination  of  advantages 
not  available  to  these  other  towns  which 
allow  us  more  control  over  our  destiny. 
For  one  thing  our  late  start  in  development 
has  provided  us  with  lots  of  examples  of  the 
horrors  of  development  elsewhere. 

For  another  thing  the  fortunate  presence 
of  so  much  protected  open  space  in  Wendell 
/beforehand  what  their  real  estate  tax  bene- 
\fits  will  be.   Supporting  a  land  bank  bill 
would  also  help  to  limit  development. 
'   Things  that  slow  development  include,  for 
^-example,  zoning  bylaws  that  contain  a  build- 
ing moratorium  or  a  limit  on  the  number  of 
I  building  permits  that  can  be  issued  per  year 
'  and  limits  on  back  lot  development.   Strict 
subdivision  control  (which  we  have)  will  also 
slow  development  in  Wendell,  because  of  the 
associated  infrastructure  cost  of  the  sub- 
division.  Board  of  Health  regulations 
further  limiting  the  times  when  perc  tests 
can  be  performed  will  also  tend  to  slow 
development. 

In  addition  it  is  important  that  we  vote 
against  proposed  amenities  that  will  increase 
Wendell's  desirability  and  accessibility, 
since  these  are  bound  to  attract  more  devel- 
opment to  the  town.  A  case  in  point  is  the 
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I  widening  and  straightening  of  Montague  Road 
1  which  has  resulted  in  a  marked  increase  in 
I  development  as  well  as  through  traffic. 
Jk    Continued  lack  of  amenities  will  also  tend 
<*/.   to  continue  to  attract  people  to  Wendell 
rf-  because  of  its  open  space  rather  than  be- 
cause of  its  good  roads  (for  example).   We 
must  weigh  very  carefully  any  proposed 
amenity  and  decide  which  is  more  important 
to  us,  the  increased  convenience  of  the 
amenity  or  the  protection  of  Wendell's  pre- 
sent quality  of  life.   It  is  very  likely 
Cat  we  cannot  have  both. 
Zoning  bylaws  can  redirect  development 
means  lh«il  Lrrere  are  potential  buyers  for 
land  in  Wendell  whose  purpose  it  is  to  pro- 
tect the  land  they  purchase. 

Finally  the  most  important  advantage  of 
all  is  the  real  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  Wendell  to  preserve  open  space, 
as  indicated  by  the  tremendous  effort  of 
many  people  to  preserve  the  Stillwaters 
property  as  open  space. 

Will  Wendell  remain  a  sea  of  open  space 
with  islands  of  development  or  will  it  be- 
come a  sea  of  development  with  islands  of 
open  space?   It  is  up  to  us.   In  the  final 
analysis  it  depends  upon  how  many  of  us 
value  Wendell's  environmental  future  and 
quality  of  life  more  highly  than  we  value 
the  extra  money  we  can  get  by  developing 
our  land  into  just  another  suburb. 

INA  &  MASON  PHELPS 


Except  for  my  fingers  frozen  inside  my 

mittens , 
And  the  sunlit  diamonds  of  frost  on  the 

low  bushes  of  the  swamp, 
It  could  be  late  Spring  - 
The  Sun  is  that  jaunty  at  eight  o'clock 

pleased  to  preside  over  this  new  day 

The  beaver  pond  says:   life  is  love  and 
fooling, 

water  laughing  over  stones, 
ripples  glittering  in  dawnlight, 
secrets  now  hidden  under  blue  ice. 

The  tallest  hemlock  says:   life  is 
striving  and  accomplishment, 

stretching  upward  to  touch  blue 

sky, 
straight  trunk  radiating  strength, 
while  a  fringe  of  needles  turns 
light  to  sugar. 

My  fourth  decade  is  another  adolescence, 

hormones  gone  awry, 

depression  and  elation, 
a  waiting  period  -  a  change  is  coming- 
I'm  traveling  somewhere. 

Where  is  it? 

When  will  I  find  it? 

What  is  it? 

by  Katie  Nolan 
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Many  thanks  to  Judy  Wilder  for  serving 
as  treasurer  of  the  Library  Trustees  for  so 
many  years.   Her  expertise  and.  fine  sense 
of  humor  will  be  missed  by  the  board. 
Good-bye  Judy  I  I  and...  Hello  and  Welcome  to 
Chris  Wings  who  has  joined  the  board  of  Li- 
brary Trustees.   Since  she  has  joined  we 
have  been  energized  to  catalog,  sort  books 
and  introduce. . .(ta  da)...  The  Wendell  Free 
Library  Paper  Back  Book  Trade  -  bring  one  in 
and  take  one  away.   The  paperbacks  with  the 
orange  fluorescent  dots  are  trade  books  - 
so  come  on  in  and  trade  1  I   We  have  also  put 
a  request  sheet  on  the  desk  if  you  have 
titles  you'd  like  to  see  in  your  library. 
Also,  any  periodicals  you  may  like  to  have. 

LIBRARY  HOURS  are:   TT  , 

Wednesday  12-4   &  6-8  pm 

Saturday   10-2 

The  Friends  of  the  Library  are  in  the 

process  of  regeneration,  meeting  with  the 

Trustees  on  January  20,  1988.   Your  library 

is  re-energizingl 

P.S.   There  is  still  time  to  join  the 
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12-24   Jean  Daly  residence,  Elm  St.,  Wendell 
Depot.   Gas  heater  operationally  de- 
ficient. 

1-  3   Davis  Turn  Rd.,  Stebbins  residence. 
Campf ire . 

1-12   Paula  Smith  residence,  Montague  Rd. 
Odor  investigation. 

1-21   Locks  Village  Rd.,  false  alarm,  in- 
vestigated. 
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An  overwhelming  vote  of  the  town  at  its 
October  29,  1987  meeting  authorized  the 
town  to  obtain  a  ban  and  buy  the  land  owned 
by  Richard  Wolfe  known  as  "Wendell  Wilder- 
ness" and  then  to  sell  it  to  the  Mass. 
Dept.  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife.   In  Dec- 
ember the  town  also  voted  in  favor  of  a 
budget  override  in  order  to  facilitate  this 
acquisition.   The  Selectboard  and  the  Town 
Counsel  have  worked  diligently  toward  this 
end.   At  this  point  the  process  is  being 
held  up  due  to  legal  action  taken  by  Pro- 
perties of  America  (P.O.A.),  the  land  de- 
velopment company  which  had  originally 
tried  to  buy  Mr.  Wolfe's  land. 

P.O. A.  has  filed  suit  against  the  Se- 
lectboard, the  town  and  Mr.  Wolfe.   The 
suit  alleges  that  the  town  should  have 
voted  to  buy  the  land  before  the  Select- 
board  notified  Mr.  Wolfe  of  the  town's 
intention  to  buy  the  land.   However, 
Mass.  Gen.  Law  Chapoer  61  does  not  specify 
that  the  town  has  to  vote  first.   It  only 
refers  to  the  Selectboard  giving  written 
notice  within  a  specified  time  limit. 
Therefore,  the  Selectborad  and  the  Town 
Counsel  strongly  feel  that  P.O. A.  doesn't 
have  a  valid  case. 

Meanwhile,  Mr.  Kaplan,  Wolfe's  attorney, 
and  the  Town  Counsel  are  preparing  a  motion 
of  Summary  Judgment  which,  in  effect,  says 
that  no  law  applies  to  this  case  and  that 
the  facts  do  not  warrant  any  action  by  the 
court.   (In  other  words,  they're  asking  the 
court  to  throw  out  P.O.A.'s  suit.) 

The  Dept.  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  is 
committed  buying  the  land  from  the  town 
as  soon  as  the  town  has  clear  title. 

Micheal  Idoine,  Selectman,  also  states, 
"The  Selectboard  has  appreciated  the  town's 
support  on  the  project  because  we  feel  it's 
important  to  the  development  of  the  town." 
The  citizens  group  who  worked  on  this  ac- 
quisition also  wishes  to  thank  everyone: 
for  a  great  turnout  at  the  Oct.  29th  meet- 
ing; for  getting  out  to  vote  on  the  over- 
ride in  a  snow  storm;  for  your  financial 
contributions  and  for  your  energy,  enthusi- 
asm and  support. 

by  Sharon  Gensler 
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Building  Inspector,  Anne  Perkins 
returned  to  Wendell  after  Christmas,  1987, 
at  the  .end  of  six  months  working  with  a 
women's  building  brigade  in  Condega  , 
Nicaragua.   She  left  the  United  States, 
wanting,  as  an  individual,  to  offer  help 
to  other  individuals  caught  in  a  war  that 
has  dragged  on  too  long.   When  she  returned, 
she  supported  the  Sandanista  government  of 
Daniel  Ortega. 

Daniel  Ortega  is  36.   He  came  to  power 
in  the  "Triumph"  of  1979  at  the' age  of  28, 
much  sooner  than  he  expected  to,  and  had 
to  face  problems  for  which  his  guerilla 
war  experiences  had  no  solutions. 

The  project  Anne  worked  on  was.  the  con- 
struction of  three  concrete-frame,  brick- 
walled  .school  buildings.   She  worked  with 
a  crew  of  several  other  foreigners,  and 
8    Nicaraguan  women,  some  single  mothers. 
Some  of  the  Nicaraguan  women  had  to  drop 
out  and  be  replaced.   When  she  returned 
home,  the  second  building  was  nearing  com- 
pletion; and  the  Nicaraguan  women  had 
decided  to  form  a  women's  construction 
collective  to  continue  the  work  they  had 
started' "ith  the  help  of  the  foreigners. 
Condega,  the  town  in  which  she  lived 
and  worked,  is  about  the  size  of  Orange j 
but  it  is  more  accessible  to  walking  people 
. . .  Nicaragua  has  few  vehicles  and  shortage 
of  fuel.   The  militia  could  protect  Condega 
day  and  night,  against  Contra  attacks; 
but  the  outlying  towns  and  countryside, 
comparable  to  Wendell,  Royalston,  and  War- 
wick, were  vulnerable.   There  was  too  much 
area  to  guard  thoroughly,  and  it  is  in 
the  outlying  districts  that  the  Contra 
attacks  occur.   The  attacks  are  random 
terrorist  strikes  aimed  at  neither  politi- 
cal nor  military  objectives,  but  at  unde- 
fended civilians.   They  stopped  a  bus 
returning  from  Managua,  shot  up  the  inside, 
and  killed  four  passengers  They  set  up  a 
random  ambush  and  killed  a  15  year  old  boy 
driving  a  truck.   They  entered  an  isolated 
house,  "a  house,"  Anne  said,  "like  mine," 
and  killed  four  people.   This  time  they 
met  resistance;  a  brother  was  close  enough 
to  a  weapon  to  grab  it  and  managed  to  kill 
three  of  the  seven  attackers  before  being 
killed  himself. 

Walking  to  work  the  next  morning,  Anne 
saw  a  crowd  gathered,  and  asked  a  girl, 
"Que  es  eso?" 

"Contras  ...  muertos." 

The  crowd  quietly  and  solemnly  looked 
-■/er  the  three.   One  was  the  son  of  a  woman 
from  the  hills  around  town.   Another  wore 
a  Honduran  Army  shirt. 

Even  with  the  death  and  the  funerals, 
every  Saturday  night  there  was  a  party. 

There  were  places  Anne  did  not  go  at 
night,  and  there  were  places  she  did  not 
go  at  all.   She  felt  safe  enough  to  hitch- 
hike during  the  day;  and  she  felt  comfort- 
able with  the  police  and  military  personnel 
who  do  not  stand  apart  and  aloof  as  they  do 
in  the  United  States,  but   are  relaxed 
and  Dart  of  the  people. 

Anne  lived  with  an  administrator  of 
local   '  education.   Their  home  had  running 
water,  cold  only;  she  said  to  me,  "There 
is  no  hot  water  in  Nicaragua."   They 
cooked  on  a  cJ_ay  stove,  burning  wood.   They 
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washed  themselves  and  their  dishes  m  cold 
water.   Anne  did  not  enjoy  the  food,  got 
diarrhea  from  the  meat,  so  she  stopped 
eating  that.   She  lost  weight.   She  got 
careless  about  washing  and  began  to  have 
sores  on  her  skin. 

Her  hostess  was  proud  of  the  1984 
election,  saying  there  was  no  beer  and  food 
offered  at  the  polling  places,  as  the  Somo- 
za  government  had  done  in  order  to  get 
people  to  vote.   The  ballot,  of  which  Anne 
showed  me  an  example,  had  7  of  the  11 
political  parties  represented,  each  with 
its  list  of  candidates.   Under  pressure 
from  the  Reagan  administration,  some  right 
wing  parties  had  dropped  out.   Any  party 
that  can  put  up  a  candidate  gets  at  least 
one  position  in  the  National  Assembly. 
( There  are  three  parties  to  the  left  of  the 
VFSLN,  the  Sandanista,  one  of  which  is  the 
Communist  party. 

Nicaragua  is. not  a  rich  country,  and  it 
is  not  a  place  to  go  and  get  rich.   The 
country's  main  resource  is  its  three 
million  people,  and  the  country  is  commit-^ 
ted  to  them.   Under  Somoza  there  were  12 
schools  in  the  zone   ;  now  there  are  70. 
School  lasts  15  hours  a  day,  starting  with 
younger  children  in  the  morning  and  ending 
with  adult  classes  after  5:00  p.m.  Every- 
one reads  one  or  more  of  the  three  daily 
newspapers. 

Under  the  constitution,  there  is  no 
death  penalty,  and  the  maximum  prison 
sentences  is  30  years.   No  one  fears 
torture.   Prison  include  rehabilitation, 
re-educations . 

Newspapers  call  the  Contras,  "Mercena- 
ries."  The  people  call  them  the  "Guardia" 
from  the  old  National  Guard  under  Somoza. 
To  a  large  extent  it  is  the  same  organiza- 
tion. 

The  legitimate  political  opposition 
is  allowed  a  voice  in  government.  There 
are  11  political  parties,  only  one  of 
which,  the  largest,  is  the  Sandanistas. 
By  taking  up  arms,  an  opposition  group 
becomes  illegitimate.   Using  that  as  a 
definition,  Ortega  refuses  to  negotiate 
with  the  Contras  until  they  stop  fighting. 

Anne  met  no  Contra  sympathizers;  and  it 
is  not  likely  that  they  will  ever  achieve 
a  victory,  even  with  North  American  aid. 
But  the  extravagance  of  maintaining  a 
defense   against  them  is  straining  the 
resources  of  the  government  and  hindering 
progress  in  other  directions.   Even  people 
who  are  disgusted  with  the  Saridanistas  want 
the  war  to  end. 

The  attention  of  the  third  world  is 
focused  on  Nicaragua,  a  poor  country  wi£h 
few  resources  other  than  its  people. 
After  40  years  of  abuse  by  the  Somoza 
family,  Nicaragua  is  making  progress  and 
is  trying  to  make  progress  in  increasing 
human  dignity.   It  would  be  sad  if  they 
failed;  and  disgrace  for  us  to  have  con- 
tributed to  that  failure. 

The  government  uses  Soviet  weapons  and 
gets  Soviet  aid,  but  the  major  foreign 
influence  is  still  from  North  America. 
The  tools  that  are  valued  are  from  North 
America,  the  music,  the  news,  and  the 
clothing  that  are  valued  are  all  from  North 
America. 

One  night,  a  nine  year  old  girl  asked 
Anne,  "Anna,  is  it  true  that  in  your  coun^r 
try  they  throw  away  clothes?" 

"Yes,  it  is  true." 

,"Do  you  think  they  could  send  some 
here?" 

by  Joshua  Heineman 
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Many  have  enjoyed  it,  but  none  have  called 
it  by  name.   It's  the  no  name  sandwich  at 
the  Wendell  Country  Store.   This  culinary 
creation  is  about  to  provide  us  with  a  con- 
test.  By  the  end  of  Feb.,  the  sandwich  will 
have  a  name,  the  namer  will  have  a  prize,  & 
we'll  all  have  had  the  opportunity  to  enjoy 
the  intrigue.   It  goes  like  this: 
CONTEST  RULES   1.)  Entries — Persons  may 
offer  unlimited  entry  ideas  in  the  design- 
ated suggestion  box  at  the  store. 
2.)   Time — From  Feb.  1  to  Feb.  29th.   Each 
Friday,  5  names  will  be  chosen  &  posted. 
The  final  selection  will  be  chosen  out  of 
these  20  names  on  Feb.  29.   3.)  Prize — is 
a  $10  gift  certificate,  redeemable  for  any 
food  or  merchandise  offered  in  the  restau- 
rant or  store,  excluding  alcohol  or  ciga- 
rettes. 

If  you  haven't  yet  eaten  the  object  of 
this  excitement,  here's  a  hint  of  what's  in 
it.   Picture  a  subroll  overflowing  with  stir- 
fried  onions,  pepper,  tomato,  chicken  or 
beef,  a  special  sauce,  all  topped  with 
melted  cheese.   Have  one,  the  name  might 
come  to  you  I 

What  else  is  new  at  the  Wendell  Country 
Store  since  it  was  bought  3  months  ago?  For 

the  Senior  Citizens that's  us  over  55 

Wednesdays  will  be  10%  discount  day  on  any- 
thing in  the  store  or  restaurant,  starting 
Feb.  1.   The  rest  of  us  will  appreciate  the 
expanded  restaurant  menu  and  store  stock.   On 
the  shelves  are  items  from  dry  gas,  anti- 
freeze, chainsaw  bar  &chainoil,  two-cycle 
oil  to  household  cleansers,  and  beauty  aids 
such  as  panty  hose  and  shaving  equipment. 
There  are  flashlight  batteries  or  film,  & 
new  additions  for  our  pets  too.   It  looks 
like  there's  more  canned  goods  &  baking 
supplies.   The  price  of  milk  has  gone  down. 
There's  fresh  vegies  'n  fruits.   Generally, 
there  are  several  brand  choices  in  all  the 
categories,  with  the  quality  of  the  stock 
maintained  or  improved.   Frequent  deliveries 
provide  consistant  inventory.   Store  owner 
Cheryl  Perkins  remarks,  "You  might  have 
noticed  more  trucks  coming  here."  Both 
Cheryl  and  partner,  Pat  Brown,  emphasize 
that  they  are  "anxious  to  add  to  the  stock 
and  encourage  suggestions  about  anything 
people  want  and  will  use  on  a  daily  basis." 

They  are  looking  forward  to  reorganizing 
stock  to  provide  more  grocery  space  while 
creating  a  more  defined,  seperated  res taurant 
space.  One  of  the  first  changes  we  noted  was 
that  our  hot  drinks  were  being  served  in 
real  ceramic  mugs.   Then  the  menu  saw 
changes.   In  addition  to  an  array  of  sand- 
wiches &  subs,  there  are  home-made  soups  or 
stews,  and  home-baked  pastries .  As  a  new 
service,  we  can  special  order  pies,  coffee 
cakes,  etc.,  even  birthday  cakes,  to  take 
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home.   Snackers  have  good  choices  too, 
including  health  food  munchies,  dried  fruits, 
candies  &  gums.   Or,  how  about  an  ice  cream 
cone  or  a  sundae? 

Pat  mentions,  "Regardless  of  all  the  new 
services,  one  service  not  offered  is  Drive- 
Inl"  In  other  words,  be  careful  not  to  hit 
the  building  when  you  approach  it. 

That  brings  us  to  the  Free  Box.   Pat  and 
Cheryl  are  willing  to  take  donations  to 
shelters  and  survival  centers  if  things 
are  kept  clean  and  dry.   They  encourage  us 
all  to  keep  the  box  top  closed  and  to  keep 
things  off  the  ground.   Items  on  the  ground 
or  wet  are  unacceptable.   In  the  future  the 
Free  Box  may  take  on  a  new  look.   Okay,  let's 
try  to  keep  the  Free  Box  clean. 

Cheryl  and  Pat  both  expressed  several 
times  how  welcomed  they  have  felt  into  the 
community,  and  hou  nice  people  have  been  to 
them.   They  talked  of  their  appreciation  for 
customer's  patience,  suggestions  and  con- 
tinued business,  feeling  that  it  has  helped 
make  a  smooth  transition   Speaking  of  appre- 
ciation, both  Cheryl  and  Pat  a  major  influ- 
ence in  the  successful-  transition  has  been 
longtime  employee  Candy  Hebert.   She  has 
shared  her  experiences  of  the  daily  running 
of  the  store  and  her  continued  solid  opinion* 
are  most  valued.   Another  new  "attraction" 
is  part-timer  Penny  Wilder  who  has  bounce 
and  adds  a  new  dimension  to  selling.   Cheryl 
reiterated,  "we  will  accept  all  suggestions" 
but  Pat  inerupted,  laughing,  "But  no,  Jeff, 
we  will  not  do  your  laundry." 

The  store  proprietors  were  willing  to  be 
questioned  more  personally.   "Ya,  we  really 
do  live  next  door",  says  Pat.   "We  are  room- 
mates and  business  partners  for  the  first 
time,  so  there  are  lots  of  adjustments, 
Renovations  are  slowly  going  on  in  the  house. 
We  have  private  as  well  as  shared  space."   They 
have  3  cats  and  a  dog.   "Friends  from  Boston 
have  visited,  and  can'tbelieve  how  things  are 
coming  along.   Anyone  who  comes  to  visit  we  put 
to  work",  says  Cheryl. 

Asked  how  it  is  living  in  Wendell,  Pat 
thinks,  "Somehow  it's  all  very  familiar, 
"it's  the  best  of  two  worlds .. .pretty  country 
side  and  still  close  to  museums  and  theatres'.' 
Says  Cheryl,  preoccupied  with  cooking  over 
the  grill  and  the  job  at  hand,  "The  community 
is  what  I  expected. .. the  store  is.   It's  the 
running  of  the  business ...  it 's  not  just 
ordering  and  making  sure  things  are  on  the 
shelves,  it's  so  much  behind  the  scenes. . .paper 
work,  that  piece  is  the  greatest  learning  exper 
ience."  After  Pat  came  and  wisked  away  the 
sandwhich,  Cheryl  leaned  on  the  ice  cream 
freezer  for  a  moment.   "I  enjoy  the  commun- 
ity,  I'm  comfortable.  We  have  lots  of  fun 
at  the  counter  with  the  people,,   We  have 
toys  on  the  counter.  When  we  put  up  Christ- 
mas decorations  half  the  store  was  helping. 


We  like  to  create  an  atmosphere  where  people 
have  fun." 

Grabbing  a  sponge  and  going  at  the 
chopping  area,  Cheryl  said,  absentlv.  "We're 
here  to  serve.   We're  here  to  please."  An 
order  came  in,  and  all  was  business  at  the 
Country  Store. 
Remember,  in  the  words  of  on  site  fix-it 
master,  Keith  Blackwell,  "Wendell  no-name, 
best  in  the  land.   Here  I  sit  with  one  in  my 
hand."   Name  it,  and  you're  the  winner! 

Kathy  Becker 
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Cheryl  Perkins  and  Pat  Brown 
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As  always,  time  is  too  brief  with  our 
children  in  the  two  room  schoolhouse  in  the 
center  of  towp.   Once  in  a  while  one  of  the 
preschoolers  will  exclaim,  "  I  thought  I  heard 
the  time  capsule"  or  "Is  the  time  capsule 
being  snowed  on  too?"   (We  had  sent  it  up  in 
the  beginning  of  the  school  year.) 

Our  December  theme  was  "giving"  and  holi- 
days around  the  world.   We  explored  pancake 
day  (England),  Chinese  New  Year,  Luciadagan 
(Sweden)  and  Chanukah  while  other  days  the 
story  lady  visited  while  we  all  made  (and 
tasted  1)  plum  pudding.   We  made  a  paper 
mache  "giving"  tree.   The  children  were  very 
generous  in  bringing  used  toys  and  mittens 
which  went  to  Orange  to  be  distributed  to 
families  less  fortunate  than  ours. 

January  finds  us  exploring  wheels, 
gears,  pulleys  and  carpentry.   We've  had 
great  fun  squeezing  oranges  for  orange 
juice  and  churning  butter  in  an  old  fashion- 
ed butter  maker.   The  children  danced  and 
shook  cream  in  baby  food  jars  and  guess 
what?   created  butter.   Our  newest  adven- 
ture is  walking  over  to  the  Wendell  Free 
Library,  bi-monthly.   There  the  children, 
in  partners,  choose  one  book  to  bring  back 
to  the  Preschool.   It  is  wonderful  to  be  in 
our  small  community  together.     Mez  Davis 


THE  PHANTOM  GOURMET 
Strikes  Again— at  THE  WHITETAIL 

Some  spots  are  for  eating  and  some  for 
dining.   The  Whitetail  is  a  dining  room.  New 
owners,  Yasmin  &  Tim  Healey  serve  gourmet 
victuals  at  very  reasonable  cost.   The  dining 
room  is  warm  and  comfortable.   Appetizers; 
Mussels  steamed  in  wine,  Country  Pate,  Mush- 

■  room  Caps  Mornay,  etc.  at  $3  to  $5.   Entrees; 

■  Grilled  Trout,  Broiled  Chicken,  Medallions  of 
Pork,  Lamb  Shishkebob,  etc.,  $8  to  $12,  are 
perfectly  prepared  to  order  with  unique  acc- 
ompaniment and  artfully  garnished.   Service 
is  attentive,  prompt  but  not  intrusive. 
Close  to  home,  Wi.  west  on  Rt.  2A. 

Beverage  lie.  comming  soon,  open  for  lunch. 
We  liked  it  —  a  lot.  Do  not  BYOB. 
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me  Whitetuil 

Your  Hosts 
Yasmin  &  Timothy  Healey 


50  East  Main  Street 

Irving.  Massachusetts  01344 

Telephone  544  6868 
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Daniel  Bodkin  and  Sue  O'Reilly  do  not  have 
cabin  fever. 

Some  Wendellites  are  spending  this  cold 
and  unpredictable  winter  in  unorthodox  liv- 
ing situations.   For  example,  when  he's  at 
work,  Mark  Stewart  is  living  out  of  his 
camper  parked  on  a  windy  street  in  Cambridge. 
He  comes  back  on  the  weekends  to  his  tiny, 
unfinished  house  in  the  sand  pit  on  Plain 
Road.   He  was  just  firing  up  the  stove  when 
I  visited  him. 

"Rigorous?   No,  RV'ing  it  isn't  rough," 
he  insisted.   "Compared  to  what  most  white 
folks  are  used  to,  it's  rough,  but  I'm  an 
Indian  spirit  in  a  white  man's  body.   My 
origin  is  Druidian.   It  doesn't  bother  me. 
Living  in  a  tipi  or  a  straw  hut  would  be 
(rough). 

When  in  Cambridge,  it  is  his  choice  to 
live  in  a  camper.   "I  could  live  inside  the 
office  of  the  company  I  work  for,"  he  said. 
"But  it's  a  construction  company  and  moving 
firm.   They  get  calls  night  and  day,  and 
people  are  coming  in  and  out  of  the  office. 
I  choose  the  truck  because  it's  more 
peaceful . " 

He  has  noticed  a  synergy  between  his 
work  and  his  living  situation.   "I  had  a 
heated  waterbed  back  in  1967,"  he  remembers. 
"That  winter  I  went  outside  and  had  a  terri- 
ble time.   But  if  you  sleep  in  the  cold, 
your  other  body  centers  slow  down,  but 
you're  actually  warmer."   This  re-calibra- 
tion of  his  "inner  thermostat"  means  Mark's 
living  situation  "actually  makes  it  easier 
for  me  to  work  by  day."   Right  now,  he's 
"building  a  stairway  outside  at  the  Red 
Cross  headquarters,  and  also  running  a  job 
inside.   I'm  always  running  inside  and  out. 
The  other  people  ask  me  how  I  can  stand  it, 
but  it  doesn't  bother  me  at  all." 

He  does  indulge  in  a  sauna  "every  night 
at  the  Y,"  however.   And  to  prove  he  isn't 
made  of  Fiberglass,  he  admits  that  while 
soaking  up  the  heat,  he  wonders,  "How  can 
I  put  this  in  a  time-release  capsule  and  re- 
lease it  during  the  day...?" 

He  says  he's  "not  such  a  strange  person 
that  there  are    others  like  me,  living  in 
vans  in  the  city."  But  few  probably  sleep 
with  the  choice  of  deerskins  and  goosedown 
puffs,  as  Mark,  the  Indian  spirit  does. 

Thinking  of  hardier  cultures  helps. 
Images  of  the  Third  World  help  a  newly- 
arrived  Locke  Hill  Road  couple  ride  out  the 
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winter  in  a  tiny  trailer,  hauling  water  in 
buckets  and  pushing  back  the  dark  by  oil 
lamps.  Charlie  Bado  and  Jennifer  Whitcomb 
walk  and  ski  the  quarter  mile  from  the  road 
to  the  rise  where  the  trailer,  now  spruced 
up,  sat  rusting  when  they  bought  the  piece 
of  property — piece  of  Heaven,  to  hear  them 
tell  it — last  year. 

"For  the  three  years  before  we  moved 
here,  we  lived  in  a  horse  barn  at  my  par- 
ents' home  in  Framingham,"  Jennifer  said. 
"We  had  their  house  a  hundred  yards  away, 
and  they  used  to  kid  us  about  sticking  it 
out.  We  never  did  bow  out,  though." 
(Turns  out  there  were  some  midnight  raids 
on  the  refrigerator,  though). 

Charlie  works  as  an  apprentice  carpenter 
for  Josh  Winder  in  New  Salem,  and  Jennifer 
teaches  creative  movement  at  Swift  River 
School  and  other  schools.   Both  have  to  be 
off  to  work  early.   In  confronting  car  prob- 
lems they  have  survived  one  of  the  classic 
frustrations  of  remote  living.   "One  morning 
the  car  wouldn't  start;  I  had  to  cancel  two 
classes. .. the  Y  had  to  call  60  people," 
Jennifer  recalls.   "It  was  a  disaster.   We 
went  to  the  Subaru  dealership  that  day  and 
walked  out  of  there  having  signed  all  the 
papers  and  signed  ownership  of  our  car  as 
down  payment." 

Back  home,  they  talked.   A  little  figur- 
ing showed  the  bank  would  gross  $5,000  on 
their  $11,000  purchase  once  the  loan  was 
paid.   The  payments  meant  "I'd  have  to  start 
teaching  quantitatively  instead  of  qualita- 
tively," Jennifer  said.   "We  talked  for  24 
hours,"  Charlie  remembers,  "and  decided  we'd 
just  make  do."   Previously  they'd  experi- 
enced work  for  the  sake  of  a  paycheck  when 
both  waited  on  tables  "desperately  trying  to 
make  enough  to  get  out  of  waiting  on  tables" 
before  purchasing  the  land  and  starting  to 
live  their  priorities. 

When  dragging  in  a  cylinder  of  propane 
or  a  sledful  of  provisions,  they  think  of 
their  trip  around  the  world.   The  two  were 
married  in  Charlie's  homeland  of  Great 
Britain.   "Traveling  in  Africa,  Asia  and 
Australia  prepares  you,"  Charlie  said.   "You 
put  the  difficulties  of  your  situation  into 
a  global  context." 

"Does  this  look  like  roughing  it?" 
laughed  Daniel  Botkin,  gesturing  around  his 
wood  heated,  insulated,  carpeted,  hand-sewn 
tipi.   He  reached  toward  a  table  squeezed 
between  his  chair  and  the  bed.   "Here,  want 
to  use  the  phone?" 

The  household  of  Daniel  and  Sue  O'Reilly 
was  the  last  I  stopped  at  in  my  attempt  to 
find  any  residents  of  this  town  who  might  be 
shivering  in  the  cold.   Instead,  the  tech- 
nically homeless  couple  (in  the  sense  that 
they  neither  own  nor  pay  rent  on  the  pro- 
perty their  tipi  adorns  picturesquely) 
sound  content.   Unusually  content. 

You  enter  the  tipi  by  a  wooden  door.   In- 
side, a  diamond-shaped  window  on  the  west 
lets  in  light.   A  tiny  wood  stove  occupies 
the  center.   The  walls  are  a  giant  patch- 
work of  salvaged  rugs.   There  is  a  desk 
where  Daniel  "Dog"  sews  his  Dog  Sacs  (unreg. 
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tm)  and  does  other  crafts  and  one  where  Sue 
does  her  artwork.   The  skirts  of  the  tent 
are  used  for  clothes  and  food  storage. 
Overhead  a  round  wooden  ceiling  crowns  the 
coziness  and  order.   Outside,  stacked  fire- 
wood creates  a  little  courtyard. 

Sue  and  Daniel  are  respected  and  appre- 
ciated in  town  for  their  work  on  and  support 
of  local  goings-on.   Their  priorities  are 
evident  in  the  kinds  of  events  they  perse- 
vere at  and  put  their  energy  into.   They  met 
when  they  both  taught  at  New  Salem  Academy. 
Now  Sue  teaches  an  art  class  Wednesdays  to 
Wendell  adults  and  takes  work  as  a  graphic 
artist.   Daniel  Dog  has  been  teaching  Span- 
ish Sunday  afternoons  in  the  community  meet- 
ing house  and  giving  periodic  slide  presen- 
tations based  on  his  recent  trip  to  Central 
America.   This  started  as  a  work  brigade, 
turned  into  a  stint  with  an  escort  service 
protecting  Guatemalan  political  dissentients, 
and  culminated  in  a  one-person  citizens' 
peace  initiative  based  on  hackey  sac. 

Both  of  them  follow  a  conscious  course 
and  see  a  greater  design  even  in  things  like 
living  without  their  own  source  of  water  and 
not  having  to  rent  space  to  justify  their 
presence  on  earth. 

So,  in  midwinter,  I  found  Daniel  and  Sue 
heating  their  home  on  one  cord  of  wood  a 
year,  quietly  celebrating  the  ties  that  bind 
them  to  Wendell  and  basking  in  the  comfort 
of  their  simple  ways  and  their  manifest 
good  fortune. 

Jonathan  von  Ranson 
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Historical  JA.f>rovr 

A  final  judgment  entered  on  November  23, 
1987  by  the  Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  has  resulted  in  the  merger  of  two 
historical  societies  whose  focus  is  the 
Swift  River  Valley  and  the  Quabbin  Re- 
servoir. 

The  judgment  decrees  that  the  Swift 
River  Historial  Society,  begun  during  1936 
as  an  outgrowth  of  the  New  Salem  Historical 
Society,  be  named  the  successor  to  tfofa 
Presco-ttHistorical  Society,  begun  during 
1933,  and  that  the  Prescott  group  be 
dissolved. 

The  court  ruling  is  the  final  chapter 
in  the  two  year  long  effort  by  both  groups 
to  affect  a  merger  and  to  combine  their 
historical  records  and  memorabilia.   The 
groups  voted  to  merge  on  January  21,  1986. 

They  physical  merger  of  the  two  his- 
torical societies  was  completed  on  October 
17,  1986,  with  the  moving  of  the  former 
Prescott  Historical  Society's  headquarters 
building  from  Orange  to  the  grounds  of  the 
Swift  River  Valley  Historical  Society  in 
New  Salem.   The  headquarters  structure  is 
the  former  North  Prescott  Methodist  Church, 
originally  constructed  during  1837.   The 
building  was  moved  to  Orange  during  1948. 

The  combined  societies  are  known  as  the 
Swift  River  Valley  Historical  Society. 
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BOY  SCOUT  TROOP  #344 

(left  to  right) 
Ned  Green 
Cain  Blackbird 
Miles  Eastman 
Matt  Chase 
Jimmy  Facey 
Cory  Ducharme 
Josh  Chase 

at  the  Postmaster's 
swearing  in. 


LEADERS  OF  TROOP  #  344 

Mr.  Ed  Chase 

Mr.  Jay  Blackbird 


The  coming  of  the  full  moon  brings  a  cer- 
tain excitment  to  my  spirit.   I  become 
acutely  aware  of  the  rise  in  pressure  of  my 
bodily  fluids  and  I  also  begin  to  anticipate 
the  straight  shot  of  adrenaline  my  system 
will  experience  when  I  take  the  stage  to 
M.C.  the  Route  2  Coffee  house.   This  natural 
high  has  been  apart  of  my  life  for  almost 
4  years  now,  and  has  become  a  very  special 
community  event  in  Wendell,  bring  neighbors 
and  friends  together  for  fun  and  entertain- 
ment each  month.   Originally  started  to 
raise  money  for  the  preservation  of  Wendell 
State  Forest  the  coffee  house  has  become 
much  more  a  social,  political,  and  spirit- 
ual happening,  attracting  artists  and  per- 
formers who  are  looking  for  that  unique 
audience  that  will  listen. 

Unlike  any  other  dancehall  or  nightclub, 

the  town  hall  is  transformed  with  low-light- 
ing and  small  tables  into  a  caberet-like 
atmosphere.   At  8PM,  I'm  on  the  stage  do- 
ing my  thing,  welcoming  all  and  introducing 
the  performers  who  have  come  for  the  open- 
mike  portion  of  the  program.   Cakes,  pies, 
and  other  assorted  treats  along  with 
coffee  and  tea  are  served  as  the  show  rolls 
on.   Supporters  of  the  Route  2  campaign 
have  spent  a  good  part  of  their  day  bak- 
ing for  the  cause  and  volunteers  service  the 
audience  while  trying  to  watch  the  show. 
The  children  play  happily  at  the  foot  of  the 
stage,  singing  and  dancing  to  the  music, 
and  sometimes  asking  for  a  chance  to  perform 
themselves.  While  all  this  is  happening 
inside,  the  teenagers  are  hanging  out 
outside,  occassionally  coming  in  for  a  treat 
or  to  watch  some  of  the  show 

At  the  end  of  the  evening  we  all  circle 
and  give  thanks  for  the  love  and  the  life  we 
share  together  in  Wendell.   The  lights  come 
on  and  clean  up  begins.   The  sound  system 
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is  broken  down  and  chairs  folded.   The  town 
hall  returns  to  it's  orginal  condition. 
Well,  not  yet.   The  next  morning  Charles  S. 
arrives  and  sweeps  and  mops  and  we  leave 
the  hall  clean  for  the  next  community  func- 
tion. 

Yeap,  this  scene  has  been  going  on  now 
for  almost  4  years  now.   A  few  months  ago 
the  state  annouced  that  the  Wendell  State 
Forest  will  be  preserved  -  A  victory  yes  - 
well  I'm  not  sure  but  for  now  yes. 

So  what  will  happen  to  the  Full  Moon 
Coffee  House?   It  will  continue  as  always. 
A  small  committee  has  formed  to  handle  the 
management  aspects  and  logistics  of  organ- 
izing and  booking  the  talent,  setting  up 
the  caberet  atmosphere  and  finding  organ- 
izations to  do  the  baking.   We  are  encour- 
aging local  groups  who  need  money  to  contact 
Anne  Zak.   We  will  share  a  percentage  of  the 
door  with  your  organization  and  you  will 
get  all  of  the  procedes  from  the  baking  and 
coffee/tea. 
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The  remainder  of  this  year's  schedule  is 
as  follows:  On  March  5th  Cyd  Slotoroff  will 
perform  to  benefit  the  Wendell  Post;  on 
April  2  Nexus  will  perform  to  benefit  the 
Wendell  Meeting  House;  On  April  30  Jeff  and 
Judy  with  friends  will  perform  to  benefit 
the  Franklin  Progressive  Network.   The 
final  Coffee  House  of  the  season  will  be 
May  28  and  as  of  the  Post's  deadline  we 
have  yet  to  book  a  performer.   We  are 
attempting  to  bring  into  the  area  a  very 
special  group  called  'The  Human  Condition' 
along  with  a  sensational  'rap'  poet  named 
Professor  Louie.   If  we  don't  get  them  for 
this  season,  you  can  be  sure  they  will  be 
here  in  Wendell  at  some  point. 

To  the  friends  and  supporters  of  the 
Coffee  House  -  Thanx  for  making  it  the 
success  it  has  been,  and  to  the  Coffee 
House  Committee  -  Thanx  for  keeping  it 
going! 

Josh  J. 

P.S.   Anyone  wishing  to  join  the  Coffee 
House  Committee  (   fun  group)  please  con- 
tact Ann  Zak,  P0  72,  01379 


\     SAT  F£B2^ 

1  ftf^     $  3-5* 
To  sesieF-iT 


ORANGE  TRADING  CO. 


Antiques 

Collectables 


13  South  Main  St.,  Orange  MA  01364  (617)541-6683  I 
N Gary  Moise     Evenings  (61 7)  544-3809 ' 


^^"^IIV  CONSTRUCTION,   inc.  ^» 


CONSTRUCTION,  INC 


Specializing  in 

■ricTORUK  m  y lis 

Repair,  Restoration,  &  Renovation 

HILLY  LICENSER  AND  INSURED 


Umiglas  Tanner 
P.O.  Box  193.  Wendell.  MA  01379  (617)  544-2067 


douy  rAnner 

■fiddle   ^  puixAT  &  6tAn}o 


»» 


■ 


etc. 


